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1110 Philosophy on School-Community Relations 
 

It is the Board’s policy to promote communication between district schools and the 
community to enhance public understanding and district responsiveness.  
 
The Board is aware the schools belong to the people who created them by taxation and 
consent. The Board wants to be responsive to the needs and aspirations of the people 
of the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The Board recognizes that intelligent, informed 
support is essential to the success of schools. Such support is dependent upon full 
knowledge, understanding, and participation in the performance goals and priorities of 
the district.  

 
Cross Reference: School Board Policy 120.  

 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 

  Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
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1120 Public Information Program 
 

The Board will inform the community about the district in a clear and consistent manner.  
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 

 
1121 Responsibilities of Superintendent in Public Information Program 
 

The superintendent will ensure information about policies, programs, issues, and 
planning in the school district is widely disseminated to the Board, district 
employees, students, parents, and the community.   
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  January 15, 1991 
Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 

 
1122 Responsibilities of Communications Coordinator in Public Information Program 
 

Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Rescinded:  February 19, 1991 

 
1123 Components of the Public Information Program 

 
1123.1 Media Contacts 
 

The president of the Board shall act as spokesperson for the Board by 
reflecting any position the Board has formally adopted or by making other 
statements authorized by the Board.  
 
The superintendent shall release districtwide news.  
 
Each school administrator is authorized to release information concerning 
events and programs in his or her school, as well as information about 
personnel and students that meets the standards of legal release.  
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  January 15, 1991 
Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
 

1123.2 Emergency News Releases 
 

All media inquiries regarding an emergency or a crisis will be referred to 
the superintendent.  
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  January 15, 1991 

  Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
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1123.3 Staff Interviews 
 

Employees may comment or criticize to the same extent as private 
individuals. Therefore, employees will not be required to provide notice of 
press interviews or other contact with the media to the public information 
office, building administrator, or department director under the following 
circumstances:  
 

1) The employee’s comment or criticism occurs outside of normal 
work hours, and 

 
2) the comment or criticism regards school personnel, members of 

the school board, or any other public official or any school 
employee. (See School Board Policy: 572.) 

 
Employees should state clearly they are speaking as individuals and not 
as representatives of the district.  
 
Legal Reference: AS 14.20.095.  
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 

      Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
 
 
1123.4 District Communications 
 

The district will produce and distribute communications periodically to 
keep the citizens of the community informed.  

 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 

      Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
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1123.5 School and District Communications 
 

Schools are encouraged to communicate regularly with parents and the 
community about school performance indicators, programs, events, 
activities, and student achievements. Communication may occur via 
verbal, written, or electronic means and should be disseminated widely.  
 
Each school will produce and distribute, at a minimum, a quarterly bulletin 
for parents.  
 
Employees are encouraged to communicate as frequently as possible, 
including via electronic means, with parents of their individual students.  
 
The school district limits the communication sent home with students to 
information approved by the district, per AR 1123.5.  
 
All employees are approved to provide press releases or media 
interviews related to educational program events in the scope and course 
of his or her employment.  Employees must provide notice of the media 
contact to the public information office, as well as to his or her building 
administrator or department director at the time of the contact.  
 
All other press releases or media interviews employees provide in the 
scope and course of his or her employment must have the prior approval 
of the public information office, his or her building administrator, or the 
department director.  
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 

      Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
 
 

1123.6 Media Interviews and Photographs 
 

Each year parents and guardians will be given the option to withhold 
permission for news media interviews or photographs of their student at 
school. The school district honors the parents’ authorization regarding the 
interview and photographs of students. Therefore, members of the news 
media seeking to interview or photograph students at school must obtain 
the prior permission of the principal. 
 
Specific parental/guardian permission must be obtained if the story or 
photograph covers topics of a sensitive nature. 
 
Cross Reference: School Board Policies 1080 and 1080.1.  
 
Policy Adopted: May 2, 1989 

  Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 

See Also 
AR 1123.5 
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1123.7 Using Schools or Students for Publicity Purposes 
 

Partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may not be advocated in 
a public school during the hours the school is in session. This includes 
filming of campaign advertisements or other spots which advocate a 
certain position or opinion. This policy is not intended to limit the use of 
debates for instructional purposes, nor is it intended to limit the use of 
school facilities for organized debates. 
 
Reference A.S. 14.03.090 
 
Policy Adopted: May 16, 1989 
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1130 Public's Right to Know 
 

Except as otherwise required by law or contract, the records of the district will be 
available during regular office hours in the administrative offices for public inspection 
and copying subject to reasonable regulations and fees.  
 
All requests for information shall be acted upon fairly, completely and expeditiously.  
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 
 
 
1131 Board Records 
 

1131.1 Public Records of Meetings and Hearings 
 

Public board meetings shall be audio recorded by the school board 
executive assistant.  The audio recordings shall be available to the public 
from the district’s website or by request at the school board office during 
normal business hours. The minutes of board meetings shall be published 
on the district’s website and will be available to the public upon request at 
the school board office during normal business hours.  

 
Grievance or personnel hearings before the Board, held in public or 
executive session, shall be audio recorded. The audio recording will not 
be transcribed unless requested by either party for further proceedings. 
The audio recording shall be preserved until final disposition of the 
matter.  Legal Reference AS 14.20.180(d). 

 
When confidential information, such as a student’s or employee’s name, 
is entered into the public record during a public meeting, the presiding 
officer may direct the school board executive assistant to replace the 
confidential information with non-identifiable references, such as a 
grievance number or discipline case number.  

 
Cross Reference: School Board Policy 265. 
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 

 
 

1131.2 Other Board Records 
 

All of the records and files of the School Board are in the custody of the 
school board’s executive assistant. The executive assistant will make 
them available for inspection and copying upon request during regular 
business hours subject to reasonable regulations. 
 
Policy Adopted:  February 3, 1981 
Policy Revised:  March 3, 2015 
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1132 District Records 
 

Information kept or prepared on the activities of the school district, except 
confidential items defined in policy 1132.2, shall be open to the public.  Records 
shall be available to the public, subject to reasonable guidelines regulating the 
time, place and manner of inspection.  
 
The superintendent will receive public requests for records information and 
determine appropriate procedures on a case-by-case basis.  These procedures 
may include a fee equal to the actual costs of the administrative processing 
necessary to comply with the specific request.  
 
Policy Adopted: January 15, 1985 

 
1132.1 Definitions 
 

"Record" means any document, paper, book, letter, drawing, map, plat, 
photo, photographic file, motion picture film, microfilm, microphotograph, 
exhibit, magnetic or paper tape, punched cards, or other document of any 
material, regardless of physical form or characteristic, developed or 
received under law or in connection with the transaction of official school 
district business and preserved or appropriate for preservation by the 
district as evidence of the organization, functions, policies, decisions, 
procedures, operations or other activities, or because of the information 
value in them.  The term does not include drafts of documents still in the 
process of correction or revision which are not intended to be preserved 
after the final document has been completed.  
 
Policy Adopted: January 15, 1985 

 
1132.2 Exemptions for Particular Records 
 

A. The following records will not be open to public inspection: 
 

1. Individual student records except as specifically provided in 
other policies.  

 
2. Records of engineering or other technical data, which if 

released would provide a competitive advantage to any person 
or corporation engaged in similar or related activities.  

 
3. Proprietary information which a manufacturer, consultant, or 

provider reasonably requires to be kept privileged to protect 
the property interests of persons providing the information or 
data.  

See Also 
AR 1132 
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1132.2 Exemptions for Particular Records continued 
 

4. Information considered confidential for purposes of successful 
collective bargaining.  

 

5. Information obtained by and in the custody of insurance 
carriers insuring the district, and their attorneys and agents 
regarding possible and pending claims against the district.  

 

6. Health, mental health, medical, juvenile and personality 
problem information obtained or prepared by the district with 
respect to any person for whom treatment or services were 
provided except as otherwise stated in specific policies.  

 

7. Records of personnel grievances and complaints  involving 
employees or students of the district and records of 
disciplinary proceedings and actions taken against employees 
or students of the district.  

 

8. Communications between the district and the district's 
attorneys containing legal questions or opinions or other 
information generally included within the attorney-client 
privilege 

 

9. Personnel, payroll or medical files, or other files which reveal 
the financial or medical status of any specific individual, the 
release of which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
privacy.  This section does not protect from disclosure 
information such as employee positions, rate of pay, or job 
locations. It does protect from disclosure information such as 
evaluations, authorized payroll deductions, medical claim 
forms, college transcripts of employees and applicants, 
college/university placement files, references, interview ratings 
sheets, and other materials submitted by applicants for 
employment. 

 

10. Circulation records of district operated libraries to the extent 
that such records would contain personally identifiable 
information.  

 

11. Test questions and answers to be used in future employment 
or academic examinations. 

 

12. Records of security systems and procedures established for 
the purpose of protecting persons or property. 

 

13. Such other records for which a legitimate and clearly 
demonstrable need for confidentiality exists. This exemption is 
to be narrowly construed. 
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1132.2 Exemptions for Particular Records continued 
 

B. A record which is otherwise not available for release to the general 
public may be made available if: 

 
1. The person or persons or in the case of a minor the legal 

guardian of the person or persons whose privacy or 
proprietary rights are being preserved waives in writing these 
rights and permits release of the record.  

 
2. The record is sought by an agency with a legal entitlement to 

obtain such record.  
 
3. The release is required by a court of competent jurisdiction.  
 

C. Other reasons for not complying with a record request: 
 
1. The record is not known to exist.  
 
2. The record is not in the district's possession.  
 
3. The record cannot be found after reasonable search.  
 
4. The record has been published and is available for sale.  
 
5. The district is not the primary source of the record.  
 
6. The record consists of materials prepared for the School 

Board, but which have not yet been released to the Board.  
 

Policy Adopted: January 15, 1985 
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1140 Community Involvement in Decision-Making 
 

The Board believes community participation in the affairs of the schools is essential if 
the school system and the community are to maintain mutual confidence and respect 
and work together to improve the quality of education for students. It will therefore, make 
every effort to identify the desires of the community and to be responsive, through its 
actions, to those desires.  
 
All citizens will be encouraged to express ideas, concerns, and judgments about the 
schools to the school administration, to the staff, to any appointed advisory bodies, and 
to the Board.  
 
Residents who are specifically qualified because of interest, training, or experience will 
be encouraged to assume an active role in school affairs.  
 
The Board and the staff will give substantial weight to the advice they receive from 
individuals and community groups interested in the schools, especially those individuals 
and groups the Board has invited to advise it regarding specific problems. Final 
decisions rest on the best judgment of the Board.  
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981. 
See Policy #121. 

 
1141 Citizen Participation at Board Meetings 
 

1141.1 Presentation of Agenda Items 
 

Any person wishing to speak on any item on the agenda will be granted 
three minutes to make a presentation to the Board immediately after a 
motion on the item is made. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 See Policy #272 
Policy Revised: January 15, 1991 

 
1141.2 Public Comments 
 

Any citizen, group of citizens, or organization may request that any matter 
affecting the school system be considered for the agenda by contacting 
the superintendent as set forth in policy #272.1. The superintendent will 
notify the person(s) making such a request as to whether the item is on 
the agenda. Each such agenda item will include the name of its sponsor. 
 
General comments from the public will be received during the time set 
aside for public comments as specified in policy 272. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981  See Policy #272 & 272.1 
Policy Revised: January 3, 1995 
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1142 Advisory Committees 
 

The Board may appoint ad hoc advisory committees to counsel it as one means 
of discerning the needs and desires of the school district and its residents. 
Members will be broadly representative of the community. The common purpose 
of all advisory committees is to contribute to the educational program by 
conducting studies, identifying problems, and developing recommendations. The 
ultimate authority to make decisions will continue to reside with the Board.  
 
Such committees will be formed by the Board at such times and for such specific 
purposes as the Board deems necessary. The Board will, in consultation with the 
committee, help to define the scope of its task, the deadlines for completing the 
task, and any other appropriate guidelines for the study. The committee will 
function until its assigned goal has been accomplished. 
 
The Board may appoint staff members to such committees, but the staff 
members shall be a minority on any committee. The Board will provide advisory 
committees with suitable meeting places. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981. 
See policy #274. 

 
 
1143 Principal's Advisory Committee 
 

Principals are to organize and involve a principal's advisory committee in 
planning. The committee shall include, but not be limited to, parents and 
teachers. 
 
Policy Adopted: March 3, 1981 
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1150 Community Participation in District Programs 
 

1151 Resource Persons 
 

The Board encourages staff to utilize the expertise of local citizens in the 
educational program. 
 
Appearances of such resource persons must be approved in advance by the 
principal.  
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 
 

 
 
1152 Volunteers in the Schools 
 

The schools are encouraged to use the talents of citizens who wish to volunteer. 
A program to use volunteers in the school will be coordinated by the principal. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1981 

 
 
 
1153 Visitors in the Schools 
 

The Board encourages the public to visit schools. All persons not assigned to the 
building must check in at the school office in order to establish the purpose of the 
visit prior to proceeding to other areas of the school.  The principal or designee 
shall determine whether the proposed visit is timely and not disruptive to the 
educational process.  
 
Individuals who proceed on the school property without proper authorization may 
be subject to prosecution as trespassers. 

 
Policy Adopted: February 3, 1982 

See Also 
AR 1152 



 SCHOOL BOARD POLICY 1154 
 

Page 1 of 2 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 

School District 
520 Fifth Avenue 

Fairbanks, AK  99701 

1154 Parent Involvement 
 

The school district considers parent involvement a means of promoting better 
understanding among pupils, parents, and staff.  Parents are welcome in the school and 
their support and assistance are sought.  Each school shall develop with, and distribute 
to parents a parent involvement policy.  
 

The term ‘parent’ includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis 
(such as a grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is 
legally responsible for the child’s welfare). 
 

The term ‘parent involvement’ means: 

 the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 
involving student academic learning and other school activities, including 
ensuring that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;  

 that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education; 
and,  

 that parents are active partners in decisions affecting their child’s education and, 
as appropriate, in school decisions that affect education in their school. 

 
A.  School Parent Involvement Policies 
 

The school’s parent involvement policy will be developed with the participation of 
parents and be agreed upon by parents of students enrolled in the school.  The 
school policy shall be annually reviewed by parents.  The school’s parent 
involvement policy shall include requirements for: 

 

1. Providing parents timely information about the school’s parent involvement 
programs, the form for input to the teacher evaluation process, the curricula in 
use, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and 
proficiency levels students are expected to meet. 

 

2. An annual meeting of parents to review the school’s parent involvement policy, 
programs, and opportunities; and the school's performance and the performance 
of the school's students.  The annual meeting shall also provide for parent 
comments and participation in developing parent involvement programs and 
school goals regarding school and student performance. 

 

3. Specific strategies for including parents who may encounter barriers to parent 
involvement, including parents who are economically disadvantaged, disabled, 
who have limited English proficiency or limited literacy, or are of any racial or 
ethnic minority. 

 

4. Notifying parents of opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions 
and to participate in decisions relating to the education of their children. 
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1154 Parent Involvement (continued) 
 
5. Developing with parents a “school-parent compact” that outlines how parents, 

school staff and students will share the responsibility for improved student 
academic achievement.  The school-parent compact shall include: 

a. A description of the school’s responsibility in providing high-quality curricula 
and instructors, ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting 
their children’s learning, and ways each student shall be responsible for 
his/her own learning. 

b. A statement of the importance of communication between teachers and 
parents, including parent-teacher conferences, frequent reports to parents on 
their child’s progress, and reasonable access to staff, opportunities to 
volunteer and participate in their child’s class and to observe classroom 
activities. 

 
B.  School District Administration Implementation 

 
The school district administration shall assist schools in implementing the 
requirements of this policy by: 

 
1. Providing assistance to help parents understand the state content and 

performance standards for students, and the state academic assessments, 
 
2. Providing materials and training opportunities to schools to help parents to work 

with their children to improve their children’s achievement through literacy 
training and using technology. 

 
3. Educating teachers, principals and other staff in the value and utility of the 

contributions of parents and in how to reach out to, communicate with and work 
with parents. 

 
4. Ensuring information provided to parents is sent, to the extent practicable, in a 

format and/or language the parents can understand. 
 
 

Policy Adopted: February 17, 1981 
Policy Revised: December 4, 1984 
Policy Revised: November 3, 1992 
Policy Revised: May 6, 2003 

See Also 
AR 1154 
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1154.1 Parent Involvement in Assigning Students to Teachers 
 

Parents will follow the district's formal procedure for giving input 
concerning student class assignment.  
 
The principal will give consideration to parent input to best meet the 
educational needs of the child.  If the parent and principal cannot agree 
on student class assignment, the principal will meet with the parent.  
 
The principal will make the final decision concerning student class 
assignment.  
 
Policy Adopted: May 17, 1988 
 

 
1154.2 Parent Involvement in Course Offerings at the Secondary Level 

 
Parents and students will be afforded ample opportunity to provide input 
into which courses will be offered during the next school year.  
 
Policy Adopted:  June 7, 1987 
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1155 Booster Organizations 
 

Booster organizations and similar groups can be a valuable means of stimulating 
interest in and endorsement of the aims and achievements of a school. Booster 
projects must be coordinated with the principal. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 17, 1981 See Also 

AR 1155 
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1156 Gifts & Donations 

 
The school district may accept gifts and donations which advance the mission, 
values, and goals of the school district.  All gifts and donations become property 
of the school district. 
 
District acceptance of gifts or funds from the tobacco industry is prohibited.  The 
school district is similarly prohibited from accepting items or gifts promoting or 
advertising tobacco or nicotine or associated products or devices.   
 
(See School Board Policy 170 Tobacco and Nicotine-Free School District and 
Policies 1156.1 and 1156.2 Major and Minor Gifts and Donations.) 
 
Policy Adopted:  February 17, 1981 
Policy Revised:  January 18, 1983 
Policy Revised:  March 4, 1986  
Policy Revised:  July 7, 1987 
Policy Revised:  March 21, 2006 
Policy Revised:  December 2, 2014  

See Also 
AR 1156 
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1156.1 Major Gifts and Donations  
 

A major gift or donation may only be accepted by formal action of the 
Board.  A major gift or donation is defined as either an individual item or a 
collection of items valued at $1,000 or more; or an item, individually or 
collectively, of undetermined value which will incur maintenance, 
operating, or other costs reasonably expected to be $1,000 or more.  

 
The superintendent will submit a recommendation for action to the school 
board on any major gift or donation containing an advertising message.  
An advertising message is defined as a verbal, visual, or written 
communication designed to influence a person to acquire, utilize, or 
support a service or product. (The manufacturer’s company or brand 
name on an item or product is not considered an advertising message.)  
The acceptance of a major gift or donation containing an advertising 
message will be based on the following guidelines: 
 

 Educational value 
 Impact on student learning environment, and 
 Consistency with community standards. 
 

A place will be designated in schools to display the names of major gift 
donors.  
 
Policy Adopted: March 21, 2006 

 
 

1156.2 Minor Gifts and Donations 
 

The superintendent will evaluate and take action on any gift or donation, 
with or without an advertising message, which does not meet the criteria 
for a major gift or donation. 

 
Policy Adopted: March 21, 2006 
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1157 Solicitations 
 

Solicitation of funds from staff members for nonschool purposes is prohibited in 
or on the school district premises, except as otherwise provided by policy.  

 
Policy Adopted: July 21, 1981 

 
 

1157.1 Collections 
 

Collections of materials to be donated for nonschool purposes shall have 
the approval of the building principal.  

 
Policy Adopted: July 21, 1981 

 
 

1157.2 United Way 
 

Material for the United Way annual campaign may be distributed to 
employees through the regular mail system of the district or by United 
Way volunteers. United Way volunteers may, with the permission of 
individual school principals, schedule presentations at schools. Staff 
attendance will be voluntary. No employee shall be designated by the 
district to solicit contributions. Contributions may be processed through 
the regular business office procedures, including but not limited to, payroll 
deductions. 
 
Policy Adopted: July 21, 1981 
Policy Revised: March 20, 1990 

 
 
1157.3 Collections for School Purposes 

 
Collections taken in the school for any school organization or purpose 
must have the approval of the school principal.  
 
Policy Adopted: July 21, 1981 

 
 

1157.4 Materials Drive 
 

Solicitation of merchants, suppliers and vendors may be made for 
materials, services or other purposes with prior approval of the principal. 

 
Policy Adopted: July 21, 1981 
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1160 Public Use of School Facilities 
 

The district will make school facilities available to public groups providing such use does 
not interfere with the school program.  
 
Public, non-profit groups and organizations that are open to all school-age children 
which provide youth activities in which school-age youth are the primary beneficiaries 
shall have first priority for use after Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 
programs.  
 
Facility use and applicable fees shall be governed by administrative regulation. 
 
Policy Adopted: February 17, 1981 
Policy Revised: December 6, 1994 
Policy Revised: May 15, 2001 

 

See Also 
AR 1160 
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1170 Relations with Community Organizations 
 

The district will establish positive working relationships with public and private 
organizations which may contribute to the educational process while not being primarily 
concerned with education.  

 
Policy Adopted: February 17, 1981 


